
CITY OF SEDRO-WOOLLEY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

MINUTES 
November 19, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Eric Johnson called the meeting to order at (6:30 pm). 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

ROLL CALL: Present: Commissioners-Danielle Freiberger, Joe Franett, Joe Fattizzi, Pat 
Huggins, and Eric Johnson 

ABSENT: Commissioners Silas Maddox and Stacy Penno 

STAFF: John Coleman, Michelle Grace, Katherine Weir 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA/MINUTES: October minutes were approved with 
minor corrections. 

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Karl de Jong 1030 Warner Street, reiterated the important work the commission is doing and the 
methodology of the process. Mr. De Jong referred to the the packets submitted to the 
Commissioners "Measuring Overcrowding in Housing" he referenced Page 8 2.3 Unit Square 
Footage-Per Person (USFPP). 

UNFINSHED BUSINESS: 

1. Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan and development regulations to address 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU's): part of the 2019 Comprehensive Plan update 
process.  

Mr. John Coleman, Planning Director explained that the items discussed from the last meeting 
have been included in the packet. The Chair commended staff for putting together all the items 
that were addressed at the previous meeting. Mr. Coleman suggested that the Commissioners 
take a break for a month and bring the ordinance back for the January 21, 2020 for a public 
hearing. 

Planning Commissions Topic of Discussion: 

• Staff needs to create an ADU application track ADU's, inspections and ownership. 
The Commissioners suggested that permit fees be assessed to at least cover the 
administrative work. 
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• Commissioners recommended educating the public on why it will be beneficial to 
complete the ADU application so that safety inspections are completed and the 
property recorded. 

• It was recommended that the owners of existing non-conforming ADUS be given an 
18-month grace period from the date of the ordinance adoption to apply for their 
permit. Suggestions were made to insert notices in utility bills and an article in the 
city scene magazine. It was also recommended that a brochure be created. 

• Recommendations were made to add to No. 23 "When application is made within 18 
months from xxxx, 2019, no penalty shall be imposed for the maintenance of the non-
permitted accessory dwelling unit. Although, any units that have not complied within 
the 18 month timeline will be subjected to code enforcement". 

• The Commissioners' agreed wording should be added in the definitions that require 
the ADU to accessible from the outside. 

• Add a short-term rental definition. 

• Commissioner Fattizzi submitted a sales listing that shows what a 288 square foot 
living unit looks like with all the amenities. 

• Addressing should allow for a unit letter. 

• The Commissioners recommend that impact fees be charged at a reduced rate for 
ADU's. The Commission discussed the possibility of charging 25% of the current 
single-family impacts fees. 

The Chair closed the conversation. Planning Director, John Coleman will look into the process 
with finance for charging impact fees. He will also schedule a public hearing for January. 

PLANNING COMMISSION DISCUSSION/INFORMATION ITEMS: 

A workshop with Planning Commission and City Council is scheduled for December 4, 2019 at 
7:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT- (Time: 9:03 p.m. 

PLANNING COMMISSION CHAIRMAN 

PLANNING COMMISSION SECRETARY 

Attendance: five 
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